
Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
Our Mission 

 

We gather as an open community of Christians, responding to God’s call. We 
welcome all people as members of our extended family. We gather to support 
and nourish one another in the faith, equipping people to live the Gospel in 
the world. Our purpose is to encounter the Gospel in worship play, study, 
music, work, prayer and activism. We provide worship that is diverse, flexible, 
thought provoking and relevant to our challenging times. We are a voice for 
compassion and actively seek justice and peace in the world. We identify and 
serve our neighbors in need. We offer programs that encourage spiritual 
growth by teaching the Gospel in the Lutheran tradition. We provide 
opportunities to work, play and pray together. 

Everyone Is Welcome! 
In response to the overwhelming love of God we stand in awe of 
the wideness of God’s mercy.  In faithfulness to the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, mindful of our Lutheran emphasis on grace, and 
rejoicing in the celebration of our shared baptismal journey, we 
welcome as members of our extended family, all those who have 
ever felt excluded by the Church because of their race, gender, 
sexual orientation, age, physical or mental challenges, financial 
resources, or family status. 

 

As followers of Christ, all members of Holy Cross Lutheran Church are 
compelled by the Gospel to seek reconciliation and wholeness in a world that 
is all too often an unloving place.  Therefore, rejoicing in God’s abundant 
grace, we extend a special welcome to all.  Whether you are gay, straight, 
lesbian or bisexual; whatever your country 
of origin or ancestry; whether you are a 
believer, a doubter or a seeker; in Christ’s 
love, we welcome you, so that by the power 
of the Holy Spirit we can work together to 
usher in God’s Reign of justice, peace, and 
mercy.    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      Second Sunday in Lent – March 4 2012 
 

  
 
 



We pray for those in special need of God’s care, especially:  
Catherine Drew; Norman (Phyllis Hutchings brother); 
Katherine Nesbitt (Fleming’s extended family), Evelyn 
(Tami Smith’s mother),  Jack Thompson (Susan Thompson’s 
mother); Vickie (friend of Catherine Drew & Susan 
Thompson) Anna Sukupcak (Chris’ Payne’s Grandmother) 
and Lydia Weimer (Marg Nauman’s sister).   
 

 

Holy Cross’ Generous Givers 
 

 
Offerings to the General Fund are well below the amount Budgeted. 

This despite the fact that there were 5 Sundays in January. 
Please review your own January offerings. 

Did you miss a Sunday? New Year’s Day perhaps? 
An extra $50.00 from each of our 45 giving 

units/households 
           would go a long way to making up our shortfall. 
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THIS WEEK AT HOLY CROSS 
 

Today 
 

Agape Meal – after worship  
 

Monday Cinemania & KEG Conversation – 
“Melancholia” 

 
7:00 pm 

 

Tuesday Confirmation Class 7:00 pm 
Wednesday  Lenten Evening Prayer – Thomas Aquinas 

Choir 
7:30 pm 
8:15 pm 

Sunday Sunday School for all ages 
Worship – Holy Communion 

9:30 am 
10:45 am 

JANUARY FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
 

Income 
2012 

Budget 
2012 

Actual 
2011 

Actual 
 

Offerings 9,143.87 7,103.85 7,834.00 $2,040.02 below Budget 
LOV Ministries 166.66 1,909.73 n/a  
Fundraising 583.33 510.00 150.00  
Gifts 83.33 0 225.00  
Interest 0 4.45 4.72  
Offerings Budgeted Expenses 88.00 41.66 423.29  
Rental - Armitage 1,030.20 1,075.00 1,075.00  
Rental - Facility 0 0 75.00  
Mission Fund Transfer 833.32 0 0 Transfers made as and when needed 

Sabbatical Fund Transfer 500.00 0 0 Transfers made as and when needed 

Total Revenue  

12,382.37 
 

10,382.37 
 

9,787.01  

Total Expenses  

12,382.29 
 

12,833.00 
 

10,314.25 
Snow Plowing makes up the bulk 

of the increase over last year 

NET LOSS   

(2,101.97) 
  

              February Offerings to date 
Offerings  

General Fund 
2012 

Budget 
2012 

Actual 
Feb. 5 2,285.97 1,500.00 
Feb. 12 2,285.97 1,776.46 
Feb. 18 2,285.97 1,831.50 
Ash Wed 0 205.00 
Feb. 26 2,285.97 2,495.00 
Feb. Total to Date  9,143.87 7,807.96 

February figures to be reconciled 



 

Jubilee Moments 
 

Jubilee Moments are your opportunity to share your own 
experiences, stories, and passions about life at Holy Cross.  Take 
some time to imagine how you want to express your thoughts 
about Holy Cross and then record a one-minute video, which 
will air Sunday mornings and on our 
You Tube Channel.  You can make the 
recording yourself on your own 
webcam or cell-phone or signup to 
have your moment in the Jubilee 
Booth, located downstairs. The Jubilee 
Booth will open next Sunday 

 
Yes we know it’s not 
always easy to sit 
still. So we’re asking 
parents to let their 

children wander over to the Worship Center 
to pick-up a little something to help them 
worship their way. 

    
 
the inclusive bible: The First Egalitarian Translation 

 
Translations of the Hebrew and Greek texts of the 
Bible are many and varied.  During worship we will 
use:  “the inclusive bible:  The First Egalitarian 
Translation. This translation is the work of the Priests 
for Equality Project of the Quixote Center Collective.  
Published by Rowman and Littlefield in 2007, this 
translation seeks to be faithful to the original 
languages while using non-sexist language to express 
the ancient writings. 

 





Ancient	  Wisdom	  -‐	  Modern	  Practices	  
	  Christian	  Mystics:	  we	  will	  include	  readings	  from	  the	  Mystics	  in	  

our	  Lenten	  Worship	  Services.	  	  This	  Week:	  
	  

Meister Eckhart 

	  

(1260-‐1328)	   	   “Meister	   Eckhart	   is	   one	   of	   history’s	   great	   mystics.	   	   His	  
religious	  writings	  were	  so	  eloquent	   that	   they	  helped	  evolve	   the	  German	   language.	   	  He	  was	  a	  
Catholic	   monk	   and	   scholar	   who	   often	   presented	   his	   faith	   and	   spiritual	   understandings	   in	  
sermons	  of	  stunning	  clarity,	   though	  the	  Catholic	  Church	  apparently	   feared	  Eckhart’s	  brilliance	  
and	  was	  on	  the	  verge	  of	  bringing	  him	  before	  a	  kind	  of	  inquisition	  when	  he	  died.	  	  The	  works	  of	  
Meister	  Eckhart	  are	  a	  theological	  treasure.	  	  They	  are	  perhaps,	  at	  times	  even	  divine	  revelation.	  
	  

	   Meister	   Eckhart	   was	   born	   in	   the	   village	   of	   Hochheim,	   in	   Germany.	   	  When	   he	   was	   a	  
young	  man	  he	  joined	  the	  Dominicans	  at	  Erfurt.	  	  He	  superbly	  blended	  the	  life	  of	  contemplation	  
within	   a	   career	   of	   great	   external	   involvement.	   	   He	   became	   a	   teacher,	   and	   then	   in	   1298	  was	  
made	  prior	   of	   the	  Dominican	   convent	   at	   Erfurt	   and	   vicar	   provincial	   of	   Thuringia.	   	   In	   1300	  he	  
began	  to	  lecture	  in	  Paris	  and	  two	  years	  later	  was	  given	  the	  degree	  of	  Master	  of	  Sacred	  Theology	  
by	   his	   order.	   	  When	   he	   returned	   to	   Erfurt,	   he	  was	  made	   provincial	   for	   the	   large	   province	   of	  
Saxony,	   and	   later	   he	  was	   appointed	   vicar-‐general	   for	   Bohemia	   and	  was	   asked	   to	   reform	   the	  
demoralized	  monasteries	   there.	   	   In	  1311	  he	  again	  went	   to	  Paris	  and	  took	  up	  a	  professorship.	  	  
He	  was	  made	  first	  professor	  of	  his	  order	  at	  Cologne	  in	  1320	  and	  remained	  there	  for	  the	  rest	  of	  
his	  life.	  	  He	  was	  considered	  by	  many	  the	  ideal	  priest	  and	  scholar.	  
	  

	   It	  was	  life	  itself	  that	  Eckhart	  loved	  to	  talk	  about:	  	  the	  life	  of	  the	  fields	  and	  the	  life	  of	  the	  
sky,	  and	  the	  wonders	  of	  the	  human	  heart.	  	  It	  is	  easy	  to	  see	  how	  he	  raised	  many	  a	  brow	  when	  he	  
spoke	  out	  like	  this:	  	  ‘Is	  this	  not	  a	  holy	  trinity:	  	  the	  firmament,	  the	  earth,	  our	  bodies.	  	  And	  is	  it	  not	  
an	  act	  of	  worship	  to	  hold	  a	  child,	  and	  till	  the	  soil	  and	  lift	  a	  cup.	  	  And	  Communion,	  first	  seek	  that	  
from	  your	  lover’s	  soul	  before	  anything	  offered	  from	  a	  priest.’	  
	  

	   His	   deep	   and	   radical	   insights	   and	   his	   popularity	   with	   his	   fellow	   Germans	   led	   to	  
accusations	  of	  heresy.	   	  Eckhart	  publicly	  defended	  himself	   in	  1327,	   stating	   that	  he	  had	  always	  
believed	  God	  was	  as	  God	  said	  God	  was	  –Indivisible.	   	  And	  that	  sincere	  contemplation	  of	  God’s	  
own	   description	   of	   God’s	   self	   turned	   into	   the	   sublime	   experiences	   and	   compassionate	  
understanding	  that	  he	  preached	  and	  wrote	  about.	  
	  

	   Eckhart	  died	  the	  following	  year.	  	  The	  church	  condemned	  and	  suppressed	  his	  work,	  and	  
probably	   destroyed	   a	   lot	   of	   it.	   	   In	   the	   1880s	   two	   Latin	  manuscripts	   of	   Eckhart’s	  were	   found.	  	  
Since	  1980	  the	  Dominican	  Order	  has	  sought	  to	  reveal	  that	  Eckhart	  was	  an	  exemplary	  Christian	  
mystic	  and	  priest.	  

“Love	  Poems	  From	  God”	  Daniel	  Ladinsky,	  Penguin	  Compass,	  London:	  2002	  	  

First Sunday in Lent 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

at    Please Stand if you are able 
 

GATHERING 
 

Prelude  &  Welcome 
Silence 

 
 Opening Song  #325 I Want Jesus to Walk with Me 

 Greeting 

 Bidding  Choir:  You, Dear Lord 

 Hymn of Praise  #699 In Deepest Night 

 Prayer of the Day 
 

WORD  
 

First Reading            Judges 11:30-40 

Response   God Weeps   printed on the next page 
    Words:  Shirley Erna Murray;  
    Music:  Jim Strathdee;  Printed under LiscenSing #1975 



 

Second Reading   from Meister Eckhart 
 

TO SEE AS GOD SEES 
 

It is your destiny to see as God sees, 
to  know as God knows 

to feel as God 
feels. 

 
How is this possible?  How? 

Because divine love cannot defy its very self. 
 

Divine love will be eternally true to its own being, 
and its being is giving all it can, 

at the perfect 
moment. 

 
And the greatest gift 

God can give is God’s own experience. 
 

Every object, every creature, every man, woman, and child 
has a soul and it is the destiny of all, 

 
to see as God sees, to know as God knows, 

to feel as God feels, to Be 
as God 

Is. 
 

 Acclamation  My Spirit Rests in You O Lord 

 

 Gospel   Mark  8:31-38  

Sermon   Lament   Transformation 



Hymn of the Day  #725 When the Poor Ones 
   

 
 Prayers of the Body 

As we pray, our petitions will end with the words:   ….God’s embrace. 
To which you are invited to respond with the words:          Let it be so. 
 

 Peace 
Offering 

 Offertory   May All Beings Be Happy 

 Prayer 

  A:  Let us pray: 

C: Our journey is blessed with the bounty of creation.  God provides us 
with every gift of creation, and quenches our thirst with living water.  
So, we offer these tokens from our wealth.  May our lives be bread 
for the hungry and streams in the wilderness, signs of the abundance of 
Creation for all to share.  We offer these gifts in the name and for 
the sake of Christ.  Amen. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

P: God is with you. 
 C: And also with you. 
 

 P: Open your hearts. 
 C: We open our hearts to God. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to our God Most Holy. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

P: It is wonderful to give thanks to you, God-of-the-Journey.  Even 
though the earth shakes and trembles, even though the waters crash upon 
the land, even while our powers of destruction may threaten disaster, we 
need not fear, for You O God remain steadfast.  In the wilderness of life, 
you have accompanied our ancestors and time and time again promised that 
all will be well.  Your Spirit changes our hearts: enemies speak to one 
another; those who were estranged join hands in friendship; and nations 
pursue ways that bring life.  Your Spirit is at work when understanding puts 
an end to strife, fear gives way to mercy, and vengeance turns into 
forgiveness.  Life’s journey is made joyous by Your presence and so it is 
right that we should sing: 
 

 Sanctus:  #191  Holy, Holy, Holy 
 

 



In the wilderness, loving one, you walked with Jesus as he was 
transformed.  Through hardship and hope Jesus wove a new direction 
– a new path – and Jesus saw you face to face.  Jesus’ life bears 
witness to your love.  And we give thanks.   
 
In the stories handed down to us by our ancestors we are told that 
before Jesus died, he gathered his people together for a meal. 
At that meal Jesus took bread and breaking bread, said to them,  
“Take and eat, this is bread for the journey.   
As often as you share this meal together, remember me.”   
And Jesus took a cup of wine, saying,  
“This is wine for the journey,” drink it, share it, and remember me. 
Remembering all that you have done in the life, death and 
resurrection of Christ, our burdens are lightened as we travel 
trusting in the promise that is the mystery of our faith. 
 

C:  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.   
 Christ will come again and again. 

 

P: Loving One, join us on our journey.  Bless this bread and this cup.  
Bless this gathered communion.  Bless the wilderness of our hearts, 
and set us free.  Free to love you without fear.  Free to love others 
with great joy.  
 

C: Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, 
O God of love, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 Abba Prayer  God Lover of Us All  printed on the next page 
    MUSIC:  Marney Curran;  Words:  Janet Morley 

God Lover of Us All 
MUSIC:  Marney Curran; 

 Words:  Janet Morley, Greenham Common 1985 

 
 
 



 At the breaking of the bread   Fill Me With Bread  
  

 

 

Distribution by continuous Communion. 
You may choose to take the wine from the Common Cup or the individual glasses. 

For those who are accustomed to intinction:  
 in compliance with public health recommendations, we do not offer intinction  

and so we would encourage you to use the individual glasses. 
Everyone is welcome to participate in Communion! 

 
 

      Communion Hymns: O God We Call  sing a cappella, repeat 

   #612 Healer of Our Every Ill 
   #765 Lord of All Hopefulness 
 
 Song   Now We Go in Peace 

 

      Prayer 
 

A:     We rejoice as Jesus often rejoiced, in the simple pleasures of sharing 
a meal with one another.  So let us offer thanks and praise to our God in 
whom we live and move and have our being: 

 

  C:  Fed by the bread of life, we have been nourished for the journey. 
Let us go into the world to nourish all those who we meet on the way 
as we follow the ONE who long ago travelled to Jerusalem to bear 
witness to the love of God.  Let our witness echo the grace of Jesus 
proclaimed.  Amen. 

 

     Benediction 
    Announcements 

     Sending Hymn        #704 When the Pain of the World Surrounds Us 
 Dismissal:   

   A:    Go in peace to be God’s lovers! 
   C:   Thanks be to God! 



 


