
Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
Our Mission 

 

We gather as an open community of Christians, responding to God’s call. We 
welcome all people as members of our extended family. We gather to support 
and nourish one another in the faith, equipping people to live the Gospel in 
the world. Our purpose is to encounter the Gospel in worship play, study, 
music, work, prayer and activism. We provide worship that is diverse, flexible, 
thought provoking and relevant to our challenging times. We are a voice for 
compassion and actively seek justice and peace in the world. We identify and 
serve our neighbors in need. We offer programs that encourage spiritual 
growth by teaching the Gospel in the Lutheran tradition. We provide 
opportunities to work, play and pray together. 

Everyone Is Welcome! 
In response to the overwhelming love of God we stand in awe of 
the wideness of God’s mercy.  In faithfulness to the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, mindful of our Lutheran emphasis on grace, and 
rejoicing in the celebration of our shared baptismal journey, we 
welcome as members of our extended family, all those who have 
ever felt excluded by the Church because of their race, gender, 
sexual orientation, age, physical or mental challenges, financial 
resources, or family status. 

 

As followers of Christ, all members of Holy Cross Lutheran Church are 
compelled by the Gospel to seek reconciliation and wholeness in a world that 
is all too often an unloving place.  Therefore, rejoicing in God’s abundant 
grace, we extend a special welcome to all.  Whether you are gay, straight, 
lesbian or bisexual; whatever your country 
of origin or ancestry; whether you are a 
believer, a doubter or a seeker; in Christ’s 
love, we welcome you, so that by the power 
of the Holy Spirit we can work together to 
usher in God’s Reign of justice, peace, and  
mercy. 

   



ASH WEDNESDAY  LITURGY 
at ! please stand if you are able Music Printed under LiscenSing #1975 

 

                                      GATHERING 
                                       The worship begins in silence. 
 

 

    Silence for reflection.  …. 
 
� Hymn:  When the Wind of Winter Blows 
   WORDS:  Ruth Duck;  MUSIC:  Lori True  
   LiscenSing # 1975 

 

� Canticle   #501 Come With Us, O Blessed Jesus 

� Prayer 
                                                  SENDING 

                                               
� Blessing    

� Sending Hymn  #639 When We Are Living 

� Dismissal    
 
  A: Go in peace.  Embrace your mortality! 
  C: Thanks be to God. 



� Praying as Jesus taught us: 
Loving Presence, luminous in all creation,  
hallowed be your name.  Thy kin-dom come.  
May we reflect on earth the yielding perfection of the heavens.  
  

Help us to receive an illumed measure from the earth this day.  
Forgive us when we trespass against others,  
human and other than human,  
as we forgive others who trespass against us.  
  

Keep us on the path of wisdom  
when we are tempted to take the selfish path.  
May it be your rule we follow,   
your power we exercise, and your radiance that allures.  
 

May this be the truth that guides our lives,  
the ground from which our future will grow,  
until we meet again.   Amen. 
 

� At the Breaking of the bread #466 In the Singing    

Communion Hymns Oh God We Call  repeat, sing a cappella 

!   Greeting     

   P: God is with you. 
   C: And also with you. 

� Prayer of the Day 

WORD 
 

First Reading   Isaiah 58    

Response    #699 In Deepest Night 

Second Reading   The Star Within a creation story 
      by Dr. Paula Lehman & Rev. Sarah Griffith 

� Gospel Acclamation  Christ Above Me 
 
 

� Gospel    Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

Homily    Embracing Mortality 

 Hymn of the Day   #636 How Small Our Span of Life  



INVITATION TO LENT 
P:  Ash Wednesday invites us to come back to earth. 
  To wonder at the gift of life, my life, your life, our life 
  with the earth, the shared body of our existence. 
  These ashes were once trees and shrubs,  
  and places where life was lived to its fullest. 
  Once they were full of life. 
  Now they are black and grey.  Dry.  Lifeless. 
  But mixed with the oil and water of our baptism  
  they make good fertilizer: 
  it will help the seeds of the gospel take deeper root in us 
  and bring forth the fruits,  
  the harvest of justice, peace, and generosity. 
  These are ashes worth wearing. 
  May we accept this gift.  And know our blessedness. 
  And be assured we will be different at the end of this season. 
  For from the burnt ashes will spring the green shoot of life 
  and the purple flower of attentiveness to God. 

 

LITANY 
 

P: Sisters and Brothers in Christ:  The season of Lent awakes us to the 
wilderness that surrounds us and as we look closely at what we have done 
and what we have left undone, we see that it is time to repent, to turn 
around, to turn toward our Creator. 

 And so, from deep within our souls we cry out for God... 
 

P: Because temptation is woven into the fabric of our lives, 
  and we know the weariness of forty days in the desert, 
  and the beckoning power of sweet fruit, 
  and vain promises, 
  we long for you, O God. 

C: We need you, O God. 
 

P: Because we see the broken before the whole,  
 and the half empty cup, and the unfinished task, 

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine, gave thanks 
and gave it to his friends, saying,  Drink this all of you. 
This cup is the new covenant poured out for you and for all people. 
Do this to remember me. 
 

Remembering Christ’s death and celebrating Christ’s resurrection, 
we await Christ coming again and again to bring peace and justice  
to all the earth and we declare the mystery of our faith: 
 

C:  Christ has died, Christ is risen,  
   Christ will come again and again. 

 
Spirit of God you are here, You have come to us again. 
Let the bread that we eat bind us across the world  
with those who have nothing to eat. 
Let the wine we drink fortify our resolve  
to share with those who thirst for justice. 
Let the power of love move us to work with those who long for love.   
Let the justice of Jesus become a reality  
that all people can taste, drink, savour and be sustained by.   
Let the reality of justice and peace come,  
and may we be a part of its coming. 
 

C: Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, 
O God of love, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 



And we give thanks for all that holds us together. 
And so, with the disciples, and with all the faithful,  

        we proclaim God’s great and glorious name,  
forever praising God and singing: 

 
 In the stories handed down to us by our ancestors we are told that: 

 

On the night before Jesus died, 
he had supper with his friends. 
At that supper Jesus took bread, gave thanks,   
broke it, and gave it to his friends saying: 
Take this and eat it, all of you. 
this is my body, given for you. 
Do this to remember me. 
 

 and the thirst in freedom's quest,  
 we long for you, O God. 
C: We need you, O God. 
 

P: Because we trust in what we can see,  
 and we are blinded by our prejudices,  
 and we do not know what we do not know,  
 we long for you, O God 
C: We need you, O God. 
 

P: Because our need for correctness exceeds our need for truth,  
 and our excuses preempt the cry of the wounded,  

and our celebration of blessing is mindless of those displaced,  
 we long for you, O God. 
C: We need you, O God. 

P: Because you have come among us,  
 and breathed into our sinewy souls,  
 and healed our pain and let us wound you,  
 and loved us to the end,  
 and triumphed over all our hatred,  
 we long for you, O God. 
C: We need you, O God. 

CONFESSION 

P: Created in the image of thONE who made us, mindful that we are capable of 
great goodness while also capable of doing immense harm, knowing our need to 
turn from all that separates us from God and from one another, let us confess 
that our choices have often wounded those we love, those we call enemies, our 
very selves and creation itself. 

Silence for reflection. 
P: O Life that surges through all things, Source of every living thing, we confess 

that we often lose touch with the unique worth of the life each of us has to 
live.  We often fail to see the beauty in people and in the world.  Let us awaken 
our hearts and minds, to the mystery and wonders of life so that God’s 
refreshing Spirit may touch us again. 

Silence for reflection. 

 



P:   In the presence of the  Power that fills the universe with purpose and love, we 
confess that we often do not hear God’s song.  How fragile is our spirit of 
adventure.  How weak is our desire for change and freedom.  Let us awaken 
ourselves with a vision of wholeness, so that we may be fruitful people, serving 
God and one another with faithful abandon. 

Silence for reflection. 
P:    In the midst of God, we confess with sadness that we have not yet lived into 

the fullness of our humanity.  We have not done what we ought to have done.  
We have remained deaf to the cries of those who hurt.  We have remained 
silent in the face of evil.  We have allowed the shadow of death to hover over 
the innocent.  We have failed to proclaim with power or conviction God’s 
liberating Word.  

 

C:  We repent; we turn toward You, O Holy One, trusting that your grace is 
sufficient as we forgive ourselves, our enemies and one another so that 
love may abound.  

 

P: Hear the Good News!  In Christ we are liberated from the pain of our pasts. 
Freed to live in to the fullness of our humanity. Remember that the power to 
forgive is yours. In the name of God our Creator, !  Christ our Liberator, and 
the Holy Spirit our Comforter:  be all that you were created to be! 

 

C:   Amen.  Thanks be to God! 
 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
Please come forward to receive the mark of your humanity. 

The Pastor will mark your forehead with a cross of ashes, saying: 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

Return to your seats and remain standing. 
After all have received the sign of the cross: 

P: Let us journey into the wilderness, confident that the Spirit of God  lives 
and breathes in, with, and through us.  May that Spirit accomplish  
 renewal in you as you ponder the mysteries of our God. 

 
� Prayers of the Body 

� Peace 

 Offering 

� Offertory   #232 Let My Prayer Rise Up  
Those sitting on the piano side of the church sing Group One 

Those sitting on the other side sing Group Two 

� Offering Prayer 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

  

P: God is with you. 
C: And also with you. 

 

P: Open your hearts. 
C: We open our hearts to our God. 

 

P: Let us give thanks to our God Most Holy. 
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

P: Here today, through bread and wine,  
 we renew our journey with Jesus and his followers . 

We renew our unity with one another,  
and with all those who have gone before us in faith. 
We renew our communion with the earth and our interwovenness 
with the broken ones of the world. 
We take bread, a symbol of labour and a symbol of life. 
We will break the bread because Christ,  
the source of life, was broken for the 
excluded, exploited, and the downtrodden. 

 

We take wine, a symbol of blood, spilt in war and conflict;  
a symbol too of new life. 
 
We will drink the wine because Christ,  
the peace of the world overcomes violence. 
 

Now bread and wine are before us, the memory of our meals, 
our working, our talking; the story that shapes us:   
the grieving and the pain, the seeking and the loving. 


