
Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
Our Mission 

 

We gather as an open community of Christians, responding to God’s call. We 
welcome all people as members of our extended family. We gather to support 
and nourish one another in the faith, equipping people to live the Gospel in the 
world. Our purpose is to encounter the Gospel in worship, play, study, music, 
work, prayer, and activism. We provide worship that is diverse, flexible, thought 
provoking and relevant to our challenging times. We are a voice for compassion 
and actively seek justice and peace in the world. We identify and serve our 
neighbors in need. We offer programs that encourage spiritual growth by 
teaching the Gospel in the Lutheran tradition. We provide opportunities to work, 
play, and pray together. 

Everyone Is Welcome!  
In response to the overwhelming love of God we stand in awe of 
the wideness of God’s mercy.  In faithfulness to the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, mindful of our Lutheran emphasis on grace, and 
rejoicing in the celebration of our shared baptismal journey, we 
welcome as members of our extended family, all those who have 
ever felt excluded by the Church because of their race, gender, 
sexual orientation, age, physical or mental challenges, financial 
resources, or family status. 
 

As followers of Christ, all members of Holy Cross Lutheran Church are 
compelled by the Gospel to seek reconciliation and wholeness in a world that is 
all too often an unloving place.  Therefore, rejoicing in God’s abundant grace, we 
extend a special welcome to all.  Whether you are gay, straight, lesbian, bisexual, 
or transgender; whatever your country of 
origin or ancestry; whether you are a 
believer, a doubter or a seeker; in Christ’s 
love, we welcome you, so that by the power 
of the Holy Spirit we can work together to 
usher in God’s Reign of justice, peace, and 
mercy.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Welcome to Worship!!! 

Our Liturgy is inspired by the work of Thomas Berry 
Everyone is welcome to participate in Communion!! 

  

Sacred Space

Thomas Berry 

The Divine communicates to us primarily 
through the language of  the natural world. 
Not to hear the natural world is not to hear 
the Divine. 



Sacred Space 
Music printed under LiscenSing #1975 

at  è  Please Stand if you are able 
 

GATHERING 
 

Welcome 
è Gathering Song:  God of the Galaxies – William Wallace 
 

è Greeting:  Exodus 3:1-5 
 
P: Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of 

Midian. Leading the flock deep into the wilderness, Moses came to 
Horeb, the mountain of God. 

 The messenger of YHWH appeared to Moses in a blazing fire from the 
midst of a thornbush. Moses saw— 

 
C: “The bush is ablaze with fire, and yet it isn’t consumed” Moses 

said, “Let me go over and look at this remarkable sight—and see 
why the bush doesn’t burn up!” 

 
P:  When YHWH saw Moses coming to look more closely, God called out 

to him from the midst of the bush: “Moses! Moses!” Moses answered, 
 
C:  “I am here.” 
 
P: God said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the 

ground on which you stand is holy ground!” 
 Standing in the midst of God, let us look and see that every bush is 

burning with the essence of God and the ground on which we stand is 
Holy Ground! 

 
C: We are standing on Holy Ground! All the Earth is sacred!  
P: Remove the sandals from your feet and feel the beauty of the Earth! 

 
please remove your sandals/shoes 

wiggle your toes! 
 

P: Standing in the midst of God, let us look and see that every bush is 
burning with the essence of God and the ground on which we stand is 
Holy Ground! 

 
C: We are standing on Holy Ground! All the Earth is sacred!  

The Cosmos is in God and God is in the Cosmos! 
 



è Bidding:   è Hymn of Praise:   Choir:  God, We Thank You for the Music 
 

Reading  “The New Story” from The Dream of the Earth 
   by Thomas Berry 
 

“Here we might observe that the basic mood of the future might well be one of 
confidence in the continuing revelation that takes place in and through the earth. 
If the dynamics of the universe from the beginning shaped the course of the 
heavens, lighted the sun, and formed the earth, if this same dynamism brought 
forth the continents and seas and atmosphere, if it awakened life in the 
primordial cell and then brought into being the unnumbered variety of living 
beings, and finally brought us into being and guided us safely through the 
turbulent centuries, there is reason to believe that this same guiding process is 
precisely what has awakened in us our present understanding of ourselves and 
our relation to this stupendous process. Sensitized to such guidance from the 
very structure and functioning of the universe, we can have confidence in the 
future that awaits the human venture.” 

 

Response  Solo, Pastor Tom:   The Play by Peter Mayer  
 
 

When I go outside at night  
And look up and the stars are bright  
Sometimes I lay on the ground  
And imagine that the sky is down  
And if the earth should then let go  
I’d fall into the stars below  
I’d fall into the stars below  
 
And when I see the red sunset  
In its quiet splendor, I reflect  
That that sun’s not going down at all  
But the earth is turning somersaults  
And through a sunlit sea it trails  
And we are on that great big whale  
We’re riding on that great big whale CHORUS: 
  
When I try to grasp the simple fact of this existence  
And think of all the fantasies and fairytales and wishes  
None strike me as more unlikely or magnificent than this is  
 
Hands and faces seen up close  
Galaxies through telescopes  
Crimson hillsides in the fall  



 
And more astounding than them all  
Are pondering minds with eyes that see  
These are deep mysteries  
Deep mysteries     CHORUS:  
 
Like a strange, enchanting play of impossible dimensions  
The setting and the stage run light-years in all directions  
And the breathless scenes and the storyline defy comprehension  
 
And when I think of all the roles  
In this production, all I know is  
I’m in the cast, but could it be  
I’m also in a front row seat  
To sit in my amazement, gazing  
To ooh and ahh and sigh and say  
My, what a wonderful play  
My, my, my, my... 

 
Reading  “The Wild and the Sacred” from The Great Work 
   by Thomas Berry 
 

“...we will recover our sense of wonder and our sense of the sacred only if we 
appreciate the universe beyond ourselves as a revelatory experience of that 
numinous presence whence all things came into being. Indeed, the universe is 
the primary sacred reality. We become sacred by our participation in this more 
sublime dimension of the world about us.” 

 
è Acclamation  Morning Has Broken  
 

Morning has broken like the first morning; 
blackbird has spoken like the first bird. 
Praise for the singing! 
Praise for the morning! 
Praise for them springing fresh from the Word! 
 

è Gospel  John 10:10 
 

Jesus said, “I have come that they may have life and live it abundantly!” 
 
Homily 
 

Hymn of the Day We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky 

 
 



è Prayers of this Body   

God is not some far off person in the sky. Our God is the Ground of our Being, the 
ONE in whom we live and breathe and have our being. God lives in, with, through, 
and beyond  us. So, our prayers rise up among us so that we might become 
Christs to one another and move our prayers from words and worries into actions 
and change.  
 
You will be invited to briefly name your concerns and thereby open us to the 
possibilities of reaching out to one another in love so that God’s Reign of justice 
and peace might begin here and now in, with, through, and beyond  us.    

 
We will begin by offering prayers of gratitude, 

then our concerns for the world, 
and then our concerns for the people in our lives. 

We do not pray to change the mind of a far off being but 
rather to open ourselves to    

the power of God who lives in us, 
so that we might be LOVE in the world. 

 
è Peace 

 P: The peace of Christ, which surpasses all our     
   understanding, is with you all. 

  C: And also with you. 
 
 

 

We greet each other with  a sign of God’s peace. 
Early Christians used a kiss to symbolize the peace. 
Hugs and handshakes are also appropriate. 

 

As we greet one another with a sign of the peace we say: 
   “Peace be with you.” 

 

 

 Offering 
 
  
 

è Offertory   O God of Sky 

è Offertory Prayer 
 

A: Let us offer ourselves in union with the cosmos! 
 
C: EVERYTHING we are, EVERYTHING we have, is of the cosmos. 
 Creation reveals to us the goodness of the LOVE we call GOD. 

We return our attention to the SOURCE of ALL BEING and offer 
ourselves, our gifts, and our love to the ONE who IS, our LOVER, 
BELOVED, and LOVE ITSELF. Amen. 



COMMUNION OF BEINGS 
 

P: God is with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
P: Breathe deeply of the SPIRIT. 
C: We feel the Spirit in and around us. 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the ONE in whom we live and move and have our being. 
C: We offer our living, loving, and being as our thanks and praise to God. 
 
P: …. thanksgiving in song…. 

 
è Sanctus  Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

Take and eat. 
This is my body: 
Light 
turned green in tongues of grass, 
turned flesh in grazing herds, 
turned love in human hearts. 
Take and drink. 
This is my blood: 
Life 
rising in springs, flowing in rivers, 
swelling the seas, salting your tears, 
your veins full of me. 
Take and eat 
this sun and soil. 
Take and drink 
this wind and rain. 
Re member me– 
Light’s long journey out of Night, 
Light’s long journey into Life. 
Re member me– 
Love’s awakening journey into Day.   
 

C:   We Re member. 
We are the bread and wine. 
We are the Body. 
We are LOVE. 
 

P: We pray in the manner of Jesus: 
 

C: Loving Presence, luminous in all creation,    
hallowed be your name.   Thy Kin-dom come.     
May we reflect on earth  the yielding perfection of the 
heavens.    



Help us to receive an illumined   measure  
from the earth this day.    
Forgive us when we trespass against others,  
 human and other-than-human,    
as we forgive others who trespass against us.    
Keep us on the path of wisdom   when we are tempted  
to take the selfish path.   
 May it be your rule we follow,  your power we exercise,    
and your radiance that allures.     
May this be the truth that guides our lives, 
 the ground from which our future will grow,  
until we meet again. Amen. 

 
Distribution of Communion 

 
Communion Songs:  provided by the birds and gentle breezes 

 
è Blessing 
 

Announcements 
 

è Song   God Beyond, Between, Within 
    Text:  George Stuart; Music:  O STORE GUD 

 
There are no words by which we catch the myst’ry; 
Yet still we sing, we praise and we adore; 
There are no words in which we hold the history 
Of all creation. We just stand in awe. 
God is beyond our wildest fantasies; 
God is beyond, yet we respond. 
God is beyond exotic ecstasies; 
God is beyond, yet we respond. 
 

 

When love is shared and people show compassion, 
As Jesus did, once there in Galilee, 
When love is shared and given without ration 
We show how fully human we can be. 
God is between, involved in all events; 
God is between, although unseen. 
God is between involved in every sense; 
God is between, although unseen. 
 
Within our souls, the stirrings of our spirit 
Prompt us to try to make all conflict cease; 
Within our souls we’re conscious of the merit 
Of gentleness, of love, of grace and peace. 
God is within to share our human need; 
God is within; rejoice therein. 
God is within; our life is blest indeed; 
God is within; rejoice therein. 
 
God is beyond, between, within – not absent; 
Not far away, not on some lofty throne; 
God is beyond, between, within so constant; 
No gulf to bridge to some angelic zone. 
This is Good News; we know that we belong; 
For God is love; for God is love. 
This is Good News, the everlasting song; 
For God is love. Yes! God is love. 
 

è Dismissal 
 

A: BE in peace. Be LOVE! 
C: Thanks be to GOD! 

 

Enjoy the Picnic! 



  


