
8.  Jesus the Christ?



Progressive in approach: 
Christ-like in action!

Progressive?     Christian?      Religion? 
          ?                       ?                   ?
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This is a very exciting time to be a Christian!

?Jesus the Christ?
Worshipping any god who would 

demand a blood sacrifice is repugnant 
to most of us who live in the 21st century!

Jesus is not some sort of cosmic 
bargain with a demanding, jealous, 

elsewhere god, sacrificing himself so 
that we can live happily ever after!



?Jesus the Christ?
Humans are not subject to “original sin”

Humans are all waking around  
shining like the sun!   Thomas Merton

Humans were not just made by God. 
We are made of God!  

This is a very exciting time to be Church!



Christ is the image of the unseen God
and the firstborn of all creation, 

for in Christ were created
all things in heaven and on earth:
everything visible and invisible, 

Thrones, Dominations, Sovereignties, Powers—
all things were created through Christ and for 

Christ.
Before anything was created, Christ existed,

and all things hold together in Christ.
The church is the body;

Christ is its head.
Christ is the beginning,

the firstborn from the dead,
and so Christ is first in every way.

God wanted all perfection to be found in Christ,
and all things to be reconciled to God through 

Christ—
everything in heaven and everything on earth—

when Christ made peace
by dying on the cross.         
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Jesus Christ
Son of God

God Incarnate

Son of Man

Messiah Saviour Christ

Jesus of Nazareth

Christ - Messiah



The apostle Paul who was the first to 
write about Jesus, portrays Jesus as a 
doorway into the ultimate. 

For Paul, Jesus was not God but a 
human in which God was revealed.  

For us, Jesus can be the medium 
through which the Mystery we call 
God can be imagined.



recovering the third nature of 
Christ

Jesus of Nazareth

Christ - Messiah

Cosmic Christ

human

divine

neither human
nor divine
COSMIC



Cosmic Christ
neither human

nor divine
COSMIC

Light in all things - duxa - radance - glory

we are the body of Christ!

We are all walking around shining like the sun!
Thomas Merton



Cosmic Christ! Buddha Nature

Every Being is deserving of respect and of reverence.
Every Being is a revelation of the Divine.  

In the Jewish tradition:
every creature is an image of God.

Hinduism:  Cosmic Man - order of the universe
in tension with the chaos of the universe. 

a universal archetype ?





“original sin”

“atonement”

“jealous, vengeful deity who 
must be placated”



Jesus of Nazareth

Christ - Messiah

Cosmic Christ

God is LOVE

evolving humanity

neither human nor divine
COSMIC

Way of LOVE

beyond survival



evolving humanity

survival of the fittest

biologists insist:
co-operation and the ability to form relationships 

are determinative factors in the evolution of species

survival of the fittest

survival instinct



Jesus of Nazareth lived so fully, loved 
with such abandon that his 
contemporaries were able to see the 
divine in him represents a giant leap 
forward in our human development.



Where humanity was obsessed with its own 
survival and individual human beings could 
not see beyond their own needs, Jesus steps 
into the human consciousness and embodies 
a new way of being in the world, a way of 
loving that enables Jesus to see beyond his 
own survival to risk loving so deeply that 
injustice perpetrated on the lest of 
humanity, cannot be ignored but must be 
resisted, a way of loving that enables Jesus 
to have the courage to resist injustice not 
with violence but with love, even if the very 
act of love might get him killed. 



A way of loving that inspired in Jesus such 
tenderness for those he loved that he was 
willing to give his life, his whole being to 
that love. A way of loving that enabled Jesus 
not to flee from the wolves that threatened 
those he loved but to resist the temptation 
to seek only his own survival, to step in and 
stand up to the forces of evil and injustice. 
A way of being human that understood the 
consequences of loving fully and deeply and 
trusted that the love itself could not die. A 
way of being human that lives on in the love 
we continue to share with one another.



Jesus of Nazareth’s life and death have the power 
to call us into a new way of being human, a way of 
loving that no amount of injustice can destroy; a 
love that will never die. 

Jesus was a giant leap forward in human evolution 
and the power of the love which Jesus embodied 
is, was and ever more shall be holy, sacred, divine; 
a love that continues to live in, with, through and 
beyond all those who embody the love that Jesus 
embodied. 



You will know the power of Jesus followers in the love, 
which they embody; a love beyond our abilities to 
comprehend, a love that lies at the very heart of all that is 
and ever shall be. A love that continues to call us to live 
more fully and deeply into the wonders of our humanity. A 
love that has the power to transform our baggage into life-
giving compassion for one another. A love that reveals the 
power, grace, and immensity of the One in whom we live 
and breathe and have our being. A love that made the 
gospel-storyteller that we call John think of a Good 
Shepherd who loved so deeply and lived so fully that her 
own survival was assured by that love and so she was free 
to give her life to love; never abandoning her beloved even 
in the face of great danger. A love that even death cannot 
overcome. A love that lives, in, with, through and beyond 
us. A love that is, was, and ever more shall be Holy, Divine, 
Life-giving. Interpretations will come and go, but LOVE will 
live Beyond the beyond and Beyond that also.



evolving humanity

survival of the fittest

biologists insist:
co-operation and the ability to form relationships 

are determinative factors in the evolution of species

survival of the fittest

survival instinct

evolving from fear to LOVE

the I AM


